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ABOUT THE PUBLISHER  

I am originally from the UK.  I have lived, or spent substantial time, in more parts of 
the world than most.  Some I have liked, some I have tolerated but, to channel my 
inner Steinbeck, with Montana or more specifically the Western side of the State, “it 
is love”.    

When careers in professional sports and the dramatic arts failed to materialize due 
to a spectacular lack of talent, I began a career in Real Estate. It is in this field that I 
have spent most my professional life. Prior to emigrating to the States in 2012, I was 
an equity partner in a boutique Central London Real Estate company.  I managed an 
office just south of the River Thames, in one of the most competitive property 
markets in the world.  

These days I am part of Yellowstone Realty Group, a Brokerage based out of 
Livingston and work on a consultancy basis with my father in law’s Farm & Ranch 
focused brokerage, Scott Western Realty.  I believe they, and my clients would tell 
you that I am good at what I do.  I take my client relationships very seriously, even 
while I try to approach most things with a sense of humor. 

In periods when not working full time in Real Estate I have also bought, sold, and 
sought out premium and collectable cars, both personally and for clients.  Now 
living in downtown Bozeman, I operate my own business that incorporates both 
vocations. Through my website and social media, I try to promote 
local independent businesses, artists, photographers, and others 
who collectively help bring vibrancy to this wonderful Mountain 
region. I believe this helps introduce me to a wider circle of 
potential friends and clients, in that order. 

Elevation magazine is an extension of this business. My aim was 
to produce something that would expand beyond marketing and 
have interest value on its own merits. I hope you enjoy it.  

Tim 

ALL ENQUIRIES 

406 927 2473 

Tim@TimRogersMT.com 

Facebook & YouTube 

/TimRogersMT 
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The following is an edited version of an article written by Courtney Kramer, former 

City of Bozeman’s Historic Preservation Officer. First published in Bozeman Magazine 

in October 2015 and reproduced here with their kind permission. Photo’s edited and 

enhanced by Tim Rogers and reproduced courtesy of Gallatin History Museum. 

B uilt in the 1880’s by pioneer settlers, the Nelson 
Story and William Tracy Mansions represented 
Bozeman’s ascendency as a commercial center of 
southwest Montana after the arrival of the 
Northern Pacific Railway in 1883. 

At the age of 26, William H. Tracy joined John Bozeman, 
William Beall and Daniel Rouse to found Bozeman City in 
1864. They selected a location where Bozeman’s Trail 
entered the upper Gallatin Valley and crossed what we now 
call Bozeman Creek. Like his partners, Tracy pre-empted a 
land claim of 160 acres to the west of the Bozeman original 
town site. 

On December 14, 1882, the Avant-Courier, a local 
newspaper, reported: “William H. Tracy last week moved 
into his new residence on the corner of Tracy and 
Mendenhall Streets. No better residence has been built in 
Montana.” 

Perhaps inspired by the Tracy Mansion, or envious, Nelson 
Story commissioned his own mansion in January 1885. 
Located in the middle of Story’s Addition to Bozeman, the 
building site sat on the south west corner of West Main 
Street and South 5th Avenue. 

It took three and a half years to complete the Nelson and 
Ellen Story Mansion. In February 1886, Story hired St. Paul 

architect Edgar Hodgson, who was just finishing 
construction of the Lewis and Clark County Courthouse in 
Helena, to design the structure, now estimated at $60,000. 
By April 1886, the estimate was up to $100,000, which 
included the cost of the waterworks. 

Constructed in the years before the development of a 
municipal water system in 1888, the Story waterworks 
provided water to the Nelson Story Mansion from what is 
now called the Duck Pond to the east of South 11th Avenue, 
on the Montana State University campus. It is unclear 
when Story acquired the spring, but by June 1886 
contractors were busy laying out 37,000 pounds of iron 
piping to run water downhill from the spring to the West 
Main Street building site. 

Massive stone foundation walls provided a full basement 
under the house, with room for a boiler room, laundry, 
drying room, fuel rooms and vegetable and general story 
rooms. The two-and-one-half stories above ground were 
built of local brick, likely from Tracy’s brickyard, set to a 
standard of 20 inches thick for exterior walls and 12-inches 
thick for interior walls. Story brought stonecutters from St. 
Paul to finish the native sandstone and imported granite 
found on the exterior. 

Massive stone foundation walls provided a full basement 
under the house, with room for a boiler room, laundry, 4



 

 

drying room, fuel rooms and vegetable and general story rooms. 
The two-and-one-half stories above ground were built of local 
brick, likely from Tracy’s brickyard, set to a standard of 20 
inches thick for exterior walls and 12-inches thick for interior 
walls. Story brought stonecutters from St. Paul to finish the 
native sandstone and imported granite found on the exterior. 

Of the two impressive homes, the Nelson Story Mansion was the 
first to go. Ellen Story died in 1924 and Nelson Story in 1926. In 
1935, the Story family sold the property to the School District in 
order to facilitate the construction of Willson School. Despite 
an initial commitment to preserve the Story Mansion, the 
School District ultimately had the building dismantled under 
the guise of allowing daylight to reach the windows of the new 
science department. The nascent movement to turn the 
building into a local museum was defeated and the building was 
dismantled for scrap materials in the spring of 1938, a scant 50 
years after completion of construction. 

The Tracy Mansion survived longer. W.H. Tracy died in 1908 
and his widow lived in the residence until her death in 1916; the 
home remained in family ownership until the 1960’s. Despite 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the residence 
was demolished in 1971. ● 

Interested in this story? Comments? The full tran-
script and further articles can be 
found at:  

timrogersmt.com/articles/the-
buildings-that-haunt-bozeman/ 

  

Images:  

First Page: 

The Tracy Mansion  Circa 
1895 

Right: The Nelson Story 
Mansion in its prime. 
Circa 1920 

Color rendered by hand 

Artist unknown. 

Below Right: 

The Tracey Mansion circa 
1965 and (thumbnail) just 
prior to demolition. 
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1. Livingston/Paradise Valley—Park County 

Median Home Price: $344,00 

OK, it might be pushing the envelope of “small” and you are 
unlikely not to have some familiarity with Livingston. In 
fairness however, there are 12 other Montana towns with 
more humans.  Plus, there are factors that dictate not 
including Livingston would be negligent.  “And you have an 
office there” you say?  Honestly, such cynicism does not 
become you.   

Seriously, Bozeman’s little sister has much to say for itself.  
The towns are separated by just 26 geographical miles but by 
$238,500 in median house price!  If that is not an eye 
popping enough statistic to consider heading “over 
the hill” for, here is another:  When looking at the 
same months in the fall of 2016 and 2020, median 
prices in Bozeman rose 61.8%. Impressive (or scary) 
enough.  Yet Livingston increased 96.5%!  
Overheated?  Maybe.  Livingston’s prices are more 
volatile, but the evidence is compelling. 

Detractors will point to the winds that can barrel 
through Paradise Valley at such velocity they cause 
highway diversions which send semi’s crawling 
through town.  And yes, Livingston might be a little more 
(insert appropriate metaphor here) around the edges than 
Bozeman.  Yet this is the bait that leads those in search of 
more color and energy, to its maze of historic streets around 
the Murray Hotel. 

It is what has so enamored countless writers of varied 
genres, some of whose books have been produced for the 
screen, in films so ubiquitously quoted when speaking of the 
area that I shall refrain. I will however, shamelessly indulge 
in the words of the late, great, Anthony Bourdain who 
suggested it might be “one of the most awesome places on 
earth”; the aforementioned Murray Hotel, one the worlds 10 
best.  

2. White Sulphur Springs—Meagher County.  

Median Home Price: $155,000 

With the above median house price White Sulphur Springs 
represents the least expensive of our featured 
towns. This cost of entry appeal is aligned to 
the proximity of recreational pursuits and 
larger more familiar towns.  White Sulphur 
sits at the base and center of a geographical 
triangle formed by Livingston/Bozeman to 
the south, Great Falls to the North and 
Helena to the west.   

Add to the equation its encasement by no 
less than four (FOUR!) mountain ranges, 
providing 360-degree vistas on a clear day 

and White Sulphur Springs has a case to argue for 
exceptional value for money and growth potential. This 
former Railroad town is probably now best known for the 
The Red Ants Pants music festival.  Each year this brings, in 
normal years at least, visitors in there increasing thousands.  

SMALL TOWNS IN MONTANA  
YOU SHOULD KNOW 5 

THE METEORIC RISE OF  TOWNS SUCH AS BOZEMAN AND KALISPELL 
INEVITABLY PRODUCE SPECULATION OF OTHER REAL ESTATE 

GROWTH AREAS THAT REMAIN LESS WELL KNOWN.  THE FOLLOWING 
LOOKS AT SOME WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION. 

WRITTEN BY TIM ROGERS—CONTRIBUTIONS BY CRAIG OTTE 

Fun Fact: Travel 
from Bozeman, past 
Bridger Bowl Ski 
Hill on Highway 86, 
and experience one 
of Montana’s great, 
and as yet not over-
travelled, driving 
roads. 
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Full article and more information at: 

TimRogersMT.com/5-Towns   

3. Philipsburg—Granite County 

Median Home Price: $216,000 

There is a lot to like about P’burg.  And lot of people do.  
Take a short time (or a long time) to sit outside the landmark 
Phillipsburg brewery and you will hear them say so as they 
wander past. The County Seat of Granite County has endured 
changing fortunes spanning centuries.  Prosperous in its 
mining heyday the decline of which is evidenced by the 
numerous surrounding ghost towns.  The closing of the main 
sawmill in the 1980’s saw further hardships and population 
falls.   

In current times Philipsburg exists as a small town with a 
thriving permanent community, trying to balance the 
increasing amount of, and reliance on, tourism. Through 
initiatives and good planning, they seem to be succeeding.  
The historic buildings downtown sit in the valley flanked to 
the South by the charming Winninghoff Park.  This product 
of Rotary Club fundraising provides a summer amphitheater 
of rising grass for concerts and community events, 
converting in winter to an ice skating rink.  Philipsburg can 
be accessed via The Pintner highway, one of Montana’s more 
scenic byways.  

4. Dayton—Lake County  

Median Home Price: $235,300 

Dayton, warrants investigation by those who might want to 
live by the water but not pay the premiums required on 
neighboring, Whitefish or Swan Lake.  The sheer size of 
Flathead Lake does ensure it is a few degrees colder than 
both and generally choppier for water sports.  However, the  
disparity in Real Estate prices must been given proportionate 
weighting.  

From a livability perspective, Dayton is a more evolving 
location.  As such the heavy influx of seasonal tourists is less 
impactful and prices of day to day items similarly reflective. 

Those wishing to buy land will certainly find more 
opportunities.   

5. Eureka—Lincoln County 

Median Home Price: $275,350* 

You can not travel much further northwest in Montana. and 
remain in the US, than Eureka. As such it might represent 
the wild card entry to this list.  

Certainly, those looking for year around living need to 
appreciate in mid-winter, it is going to get cold.  Like, not 
wrap up really warm, cold but stay inside or risk loss of 
extremities, cold.  As a summer retreat then is where this 
inclusion is framed (in summer it can get warm in similar 
ratio).  A charming historic frontier town in its own right, if 
you are looking for beauty, Lake Koocanusa to the west, has a 
very viable claim to be the most stunning in this region. ● 

*estimated due to lack of recent data.  Calculated from an average of sold 
and listed prices. 

____________________________ 
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NORTH WEST MT 

CRAIG OTTE—406 579 3531 
CRAIG.OTTE@EXPREALTY.COM 

Philipsburg The road to White Sulphur 
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“Where do you get that thing serviced?” Is the second most 
frequent opening salvo I hear from smiling strangers, as I 
extricate myself from, or prepare to slide into my Giulia. 
And there, in essence, is the primary “good reason” for their 
absence from our streets, even in Bozeman, let alone wider 
Montana.   

There is no Alfa Romeo dealership in the State.  Yet that is 
true for Porsche, far from unheard of, and Land Rover, 
often seen, here.  Some may suggest a badge with a suspect 
record for reliability would cause greater concern, fair 
perhaps in the case of Porsche – but Land Rover? 
Additionally, consider the pressure on the manufacturer 
attempting to re-enter the most competitive car market in 
the world; a multibillion-dollar undertaking.  You would 
want to ensure you were doing it with a good car, wouldn’t 
you?  It has been 4 years, plenty of time to get those first-
generation glitches of real-world usage addressed (and 
there were some).  And the Giulia is a good car, there is 
little argument on that from reputable commentators.  

Of course, An Alfa needs to be more than just a good car.  
There are not many “bad cars” out there these days. So 
simply meeting a standard of decency would not make an 
impact.  What Alfa Romeo needed was a car, or cars that 
could attract those requiring at least a standard comparable 
with the more prestigious marques; without disappointing 
those who loved them despite their failings.  In short, an 
Alfa can NOT be boring.  It certainly must NOT be ugly.   

Which circles us back to the obvious query of the most 
frequent comments I receive.  And those tend to be some 
variant of appreciation for the looks of the car.  Where the 
current Giulia sits in the scale of looks compared to older 
Alfas divides opinion.  Modern realities dictate that it 
cannot compete with some of the earlier cars that make 
enthusiasts go weak at the knees.  Fans of the early 70’s 
original Giulia will not find a great resemblance.  But it 
rates significantly higher than some of the later day models 
the US market will have faded memories of.  And as a 
modern-day sport sedan?  Compared to the ubiquitous 

PLAGUED BY RELIABILITY ISSUES THE ICONIC ITALIAN BRAND WAS 
CHASED FROM AN UNFORGIVING US MARKET IN 1996 

SINCE THEIR RETURN IN 2014 THEIR CARS—ESPECIALLY THE FEATURED 
GIULIA SPORTS SEDAN HAVE EARNED ALMOST UNIVERSAL PLAUDITS  

YET THEY ARE STILL ABOUT AS COMMON AS TIKI BARS IN MONTANA 

THERE ARE  GOOD REASONS FOR THAT 

BUT NOT A MANY AS THERE ARE FOR OWNING ONE ANYWAY 

BY TIM ROGERS 

Image credit: Wallpaperfactory.com 
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Tom was born and raised in Montana, he grew 
up in Billings and moved to Bozeman in 2004.  

Initially photography was a hobby.  However, his 
skills evolved under the tutelage of local 
photographer Doug Loneman and via classes with 
Summit Photography, moving on to workshops 
with Nikon Ambassadors Dave Black and Corey 
Rich.  

Early work mainly focused on photographing 
wildlife and landscapes in Yellowstone Park and 
surrounding areas.  More recently, commercial 
projects have focused on Sports, Weddings and 
Portraits.  

To me, Tom’s photography captures moments not 
only of the obvious majestic beauty of the place we 
live, but often the more lighthearted.  It can 
represent in one example, the harsh and demanding 
challenges of life for human and creature, and in the 
next, the rewards of the same.  His wildlife portraits 
capture the necessity to hunt and the joy of play.  
Several of Tom’s images hang in my house and in 
those of my friends and clients. 

Tim Rogers 

Contact & Enquires: 

tompallachphotography.com 

Insta: tpallach 

All images © Tom Pallach 
2019 

See more: 

TimRogersMT.com/ 

Photography  
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Unrivaled Experience 

Unparalleled Results 

Residential - Commercial 

Farm & Ranch - Investment 

Agents Licensed in Montana, Colorado and Idaho. 

1019 W. Park Street, Livingston, MT 59047  

Bozeman Office coming soon.  

info@YREGroup.com 
 


